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Abstract

Introduction Preterm infants have increased risk of delay language development compare to full-term

infants which will result in their future learning abilities and behavior problem.

Objective To study the correlation of language development in premature infant who were born

gestational age is less than 32 weeks or birth weight is than 1500 gram at corrected age 12 and 18 months

Methods This is a retrospective cohort study of 44 children born in Siriraj hospital from 1" anuary
2013 until 31" December 2015 and have been continually followed up in high risk infant clinic.
They were evaluated language development with Bayley scale of infant and toddler development, third

edition. at corrected age 12 and 18 month.

Result Language development outcome in participants at corrected age 12 and 18 month has
moderate correlation. (r,=0.624) There were 44 participants, 33 of them had normal language development
(78.5%), 8 of them had impaired language development (19%) and only one had delayed language
development (2.5%). Participants, whose main caregiver were parents, whose mother graduated bachelor

degree and who loved to read tends to have better score. But no factors were statistically significant.
Conclusion Language development outcome at corrected age 12 and 18 month were correlated.

Therefore, preterm infant who have impaired or delayed language development should be received

language intervention and closed follow up.
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